municipality and its populations, indicating a powerful dual development trajectory as part of post-suburbia in the Latin American setting.
Gated community development and suburban growth
The analytical distinction between private and public space becomes more complex when those sites credited with the emergence of public space were originally private and where the benefits of public space may be overdrawn and those of private space overlooked (Kirby, 2008) . This question is particularly poignant in the Latin American setting where gated communities are part of a strong privatization process. Several authors highlight the broader significance of gated communities to societies and local government when insisting that the phenomenon of gated communities is cultural (Webster, 2002) . Blakely and Snyder (1997, p. vii) , for example, argue that 'Gated communities are not merely another form of residential settlement. They are part of a deeper social transformation'. In this respect it is clear that gated communities signal a particular cultural and social transformation. Gated communities embody a 'culture that links ownership of private property with freedom, individuality, and autonomy rather than with responsibility to the surrounding community' (McKenzie, 1994, p. 25 ) and as such they could be regarded as further evidence of the mutation or refinement of the suburban ideology (Fishman, 1987; Teaford, 1997) .
Gated communities are enclaves that tend to be presented as 'opposed to the city, which is represented as a deteriorated world…' (Caldeira, 2000, p. 264) . Nevertheless, the large and growing body of empirical studies of gated communities makes it clear that -for all their attempts at containment -these private spaces do have economic, social and political effects. This raises an important open question of whether and in what way these communities contribute to the rounding-out of settlements regarded as suburban.
First, gated communities have important economic consequences for the municipalities in which they are embedded: 'The segregation that gated communities represent is intentionally economic ' (Blakely and Snyder, 1997, p. 153) . This should alert us to the probably modest economic spillovers created by the emergence of gated communities in any municipal context. Indeed Blakeley and Snyder (1997) argue that gated communities are not very good at producing public goods, while the underuse of common facilities is suggestive of the value of such residences not as clubs, but purely as signifiers of social status (Caldeira, 2000) . There is a case for believing that the impact of gated communities
